According to the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, “communication disorders are among the most common disabilities in the United States.  A child’s overall future & success can be improved greatly through early identification … and subsequent intervention.”  Early detection of hearing loss is also essential to appropriate speech-language development.  Over the last few years, the Liberty, Missouri Sertoma club has generously helped those with communication disorders and hearing loss by developing a partnership with the Clay County Public Health Center’s Speech & Hearing clinic.  

The clinic is dedicated to serving clients of all ages who are challenged by a wide range of disabilities including developmental delays, autism, Down syndrome, hearing loss, articulation and language disorders, auditory processing disorders, tongue thrust, and fluency disorders.  They provide speech-language evaluations, hearing screenings, information to the public about hearing health, and individual speech-language therapy sessions filling the gap in their community when clients don’t qualify to receive services elsewhere or due to the nature of their disability require additional intense one-on-one therapy.  These services are offered to Clay County residents regardless of their ability to pay for services which are provided at a reduced rate.  

The three speech-language pathologists on staff hold a Master’s degree, national certification and state licensure, specializing in evaluation and treatment for children from 18 months to age eight.  Individualized programs are created for each child who generally receives two thirty-minute therapy sessions per week.  Many of these children receive therapy for a year or more depending on the severity of their needs.  The program also strives to involve parents and siblings in the process of treatment by offering an observation area and regular parent education with suggestions for home practice.    

In 2007, a new public health center was built and Sertoma provided the funding to build a nearly sound-proof hearing screening room which was a wonderful upgrade to the clinic.  This allows hundreds of clients each year a better and more accurate testing atmosphere to identify hearing loss and other potential hearing problems. 

In 2008 a $4,000 donation was used to purchase new hearing screening equipment.  The clinic was able to update their otoscope as well as purchase a portable tympanometer and audiometer for doing hearing screenings in the clinic as well as offsite in the community.  

In 2009, the need for financial assistance was apparent as the recent changes in the economy began making paying for speech-language-hearing services, even at a reduced rate, difficult for many families and some parents were choosing not to get the services their child needed because of this.  Therefore, an initial donation of $3,000 was used to provide hearing screenings as well as scholarships which paid for almost two months of therapy per child.  This program was very successful and the families greatly appreciated the assistance.  

Due to continued need, Sertoma gave an additional $5,250 in December 2009 to provide 25 more scholarships to Clay County families.  

Catherine Noel, Speech & Hearing Program Coordinator said, “When a child is demonstrating a communication disorder or hearing loss, early intervention is essential.  We never want to see a child not receive the therapy they need due to financial concerns and therefore are extremely grateful to the Liberty Sertoma organization for their generous donation of scholarships for our clients & look forward to working with them in the future.”   Quintin Conway, President of the Liberty Sertoma Agreed stating “Our partnership with Clay County Health is vital.  Giving back directly in the community we serve has always been our goal, its great to see how our hard work is truly impacting our community!”
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